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Anchorage, Alaska
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A RESOLUTION OF THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY APPROVING A
CONDITIONAL USE FOR AN ALCOHOUC BEVERAGES CONDITIONAL USE IN
THE B-2B DISTRICT FOR A BEVERAGE DISPENSARY USE PER AMC
21.40.160D.13, FOR SORAYA'S LATIN DANCE CLUB, LOCATED ON
ANCHORAGE ORIGINAL TOWNSITE, BLOCK 24A., LOT 5; GENERALLY
LOCATED ON THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF WEST 4TH AVENUE AND C
STREET.
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(Downtown Community Council) (Case 2002-080)

nm ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY RESOL YES:

Section 1. The conditional use permit for an Alcoholic Beverages Conditional Use in the
B-2B District for a Beverage Dispensary Use per AMC 21.40.160D.13, for Soraya's
Latin Dance Club, located on Anchorage Original Townsite, Block 24A, Lot 5, meets the
applicable provisions of AMC 21.50.020 and AMC 21.50.160.

Section 2. The conditional use permit for an Alcoholic Beverages Conditional Use for a
Beverage Dispensary Use is for 4,548 square feet of a 7,105 square foot leased defined as
suite #207 located on Anchorage Original Townsite, Block 24A, Lot 5.

Section 3. The conditional use permit is approved subject to the following conditions:

1 A notice of Zoning Action shall be filed with the District Recorders Office within
120 days of the Assembly's approval of a final conditional use approval for a
beverage dispensary use in the B-2B District.

2. All uses shall confonn to the plans and narrative submitted with this conditional
use application.

~. This conditional use approval is for an Alcoholic Beverages Conditional Use in
the B-2B District for a Beverage Dispensary Use per AMC 21.40.160D.13 for
4,548 SF within 7,015 SF lease area (Suite 207) of a 88,384 SF building, for
Soraya's Latin Dance Club located on Lot 5, Block 24A, Anchorage Original
Townsite. The dance club and bar area proposes combined non-fixed seating of
422 including 30 non-fixed bar stools at the bar. Prior to this conditional use
becoming effective, resolve maximum allowable seating occupancy with Land
Use Enforcement. Provide proof of compliance with the Department of Planning
and the Municipal Clerk's Office.
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Subject to further restrictions for hours of operation in Alaska Statutes and
Municipal Code; on-premise sale of alcohol beverages is limited to the period
between 5 PM. Tuesdays through 2 AM on Sundays. Liquor sales shall constitute
no more than 90% of total gross receipts.

Upon demand the applicant shall demonstrate compliance with a liquor "Server
Awareness Training Program approved by the State of Alaska alcoholic Beverage
Control Board, such as or similar to the program for techniques in alcohol
management (T .A.M.).

5

The use of the property by any person for the pennitted purposes shall comply
with all current and future federal, state and local laws and regulations including
but not limited to laws and regulations pertaining to the sale, dispensing, service
and consumption of alcoholic beverages and the storage, preparation, sale, service
and consumption of food. The owner of the property j the licensee under the
Alcoholic Beverage Control license and their officers~ agents and employees shall
not knowingly pennit or negligently fail to prevent the occurrence of illegal
activity on the property

6.

1. A copy of the conditions imposed by the Assembly in connection with this
conditional use approval shall be maintained on the premise at a location visible
to the public.

8. This conditional use runs with the land in accordance with municipal code. Any
future written notice concerning problems, issues or concerns regarding this
conditional use shall be issued to the land owner and said notice shall constitute
sufficient notice to all lessees, tenants and alcohol beverage licensee's.

Section 4. Failure to comply with the conditions of this conditional use permit shall
constitute grounds for its modification or revocation.

Section 5. This resolution shall become effective immediately upon passage and
approval by the Anchorage Assembly.

r23dPASS~ /APPRO~~~.Y the Anchorage Assembly ~is
day of

~

ATrE ST:



Amendment to AR 2002-124

Add a new #9 under Section 3, as follows:

9, Those conditi the Downt as
set forth in Mr randum 0 e
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MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE
ASSEMBLY MEMORANDUM

No. AM 383-2002

Meeting Date: April 23. 2002

From: Mayor

Subject: AR 2002-124 Alcoholic Beverages Conditional Use for a
Beverage Dispensary Use in the B- 2B
District for Soraya's Latin Dance Club per
AMC 21.40.160D.13
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Soraya's Latin Dance Club has made application for a new conditional use
permit for an alcoholic beverages conditional use in the B-2B District for a
Beverage Dispensary Use perAMC 21.40.160D.13 and an alcoholic beverages
Beverage Dispensary license. The club will occupy a suite containing 7,105
square feet of an 88,384 square foot retail-office mall building located at 333West 4th Avenue. .

For the past fourteen (14) months Soraya's has offered Latin dance classes to
the public, and entertainment consisting of recorded music, live music, floor
shows and patron dancing. The club operates six days a week, Tuesday thru
Sunday from 5:00 PM to 2:00 AM. During this fourteen (14) month period,
the ABC Board, with the written approval of the Anchorage Police
Department, issued approximately one hundred eleven (Ill) Caterer's Permit
as provided under Alaska Statutes 04.11.230, which permits the holder of a
beverage dispensary license to sell or dispense alcoholic beverage at "social
gatherings" "or similar affairs held off the holder's licensed premises." At
present, there are no authorized Caterer's Permits for Soraya's.

On February 25, 2002 the Municipal Clerk's Office received an application for
the transfer of ownership, transfer of location and name change for an
existing beverage dispensary liquor license to Soraya's Inc dba as Soraya's at
333 W. 4th Avenue. The existing license #431 is owned by Han Mi, Inc. and
had been located at 3230 Seward Highway, operating as Top of the Moment.
license #431 is not in operation at this time. On March 19,2002 the
Municipal Assembly protested the transfer to the ABC Board until there is a
conditional use pennit in place.

No comments were received from the Downtown Community Council. Out of
106 public hearing notices. one public hearing notice in opposition was
received at the ume the Assembly packet was prepared.

The Department of Health and Human SeIVices commented that the dance
club would not have an impact upon day care, and saw no reason to deny the
conditional use permit from a sanitation enforcement position. However, they
note a new alcoholic beverage conditional use for a full beverage dispensary
license is not compatible with the health and safety of this area of downtown

AR 2002-124!
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as it will increase the number and location of alcohol outlets in the downtown
area. The downtown has a high number of CSP calls and transport.2
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Alaska Statute 04.11.410, Restriction of Location Near Churches and Schools,
restricts beverage dispensary and package store licenses from being located
in a building the public entrance of which is within 200-feet of the public
entrance of a church building, or from being located within 200-feet of school
grounds. There are no churches or schools within 200 feet of 333 West 4th
Avenue. The nearest church or school is located six blocks away.

AMC 21.50.160.B asks that a list of all alcohol licenses located within a
minimum of 1,000 feet of the proposed conditional use be provided. There
are ten (10) restaurant/eating place licenses, seventeen (17) beverage
dispensary licenses, one theater license and one package store/tourist license
within 1,000-feet of the Soraya's Latin Dance Club. Approving this beverage
dispensary use and license would add one more beverage dispensary license
within this 1,000-foot radius, relocate an existing license from the Spenard
area to the Downtown area, but will not alter the existing number of licenses
in Anchorage.

Because there are no specific regulations or ordinances governing the
concentration of licenses, this conditional use for alcoholic beverages in the
B- 2B District for a beverage dispensary use and license generally meets the
required standards of AMC Title 10 and Title 21, and Alaska State Statute
04.11.480 and 15AAC 104.145.

~y:

Prepared by:

~- - ~ \/f: "],../1_:' ,££an'kfuon. DIJf(;t~; 0' -
Department of Planning

n.,a G:\CPDIzon-'pat\ASSEMBL ~y2OO2I2cm.C*) SOIaya's AM.~

Cr~g E. CanYpbell, 'Executive
~ector Office of Planning,
Development and Public Works
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT
STAFF ANALYSIS

CONDITIONAL USE - ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE SALES

April 23. 2002DATE:

2002-080CASE NO.:

APPLICANT: Soraya's Latin Dance Club
Owners: Francisco J. Barajas Mesia and Hector Ortiz

Dan K. Coffey Law FirmREPRESENTATIVE:

Conditional Use for an Alcoholic Beverages Conditional
Use in the B-2B District for a Beverage Dispensary
Use/Ucense perAMC 21.40.160.D.13

REQUEST:

LOCATION: Anchorage Original Townsite. Block 24A. Lot 5;
generally located at the northwest comer of West 4th
Avenue and "C" Street

333 West 4th Avenue. Suite 207STREET ADDRESS:

COMMUNITY
COUNCD..:

Downtown

002-104-15/ Grid 1230TAX PARCEL:

ATTACHMENTS 1. Location Map
2. Departmental Comments
3. Application
4. Posting Affidavit
5. Historical Infonnation

RECOMMENDATION SUMMARY:
This conditional use generally meets the required standards of AMC 'ntle 10
and Title 21, and State Statute 04.11.480 and 15 AAC 104.145.

SITE:
Acres:
Vegetation:
Zoning:
Topography:
Existing Use:

37.910 SF; Suite 207 contains approximately 7.105 SF
none
B-2B
Sloping
Sunshine Retail Mall
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Planning Staff Analysis
Case No. 2002-080
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Public Sewer & WaterSoils:

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
Classification: Commercial; Major Employment Center
Density: N / A

WESI'
B-2B
Retail

SOU11i
B-2A
Retail

EAST
B-2B
Holiday Inn

S URR 0 UND IN G AREA
NORm

Zoning: PU
Land Use: Parking Lot

SITE DESCRIPTION AND PROPOSAL:

The petition property contains the Ship Creek Center Mall (fonnerly the
Sunshine Mall, also known as the Post Office Mall) owned by Windward Town
and Country Plaza Inc. and Hale Mahai. The mall contains 88,384 square feet
and has leased space to the State of Alaska Ubrary, Department of Early
Education, and Ombudsman; Russian Village, Shipside Photo, U. S. Post
Office, Betty's Jewehy, Inlet View Espresso, Loose Change, and Blondie's
Restaurant.

The dance club has leased 7,105 square feet of space in the mall, Suite 207. A
floor plan depicts a dance floor area, a bar with 30 non-fixed barstools, and 98
tables having 4 non-fixed chairs per table. The lease and business license is in
the name of Hector Ortiz.

The conditional use petitioner, Francisco J. Barajas Mesia, also applied to the
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board as Casa Grande Inc. for a transfer beverage
dispensary license, ownership and location to the petition site. This license
has not been operated in over one year. It was previously operated at Top of
the Moment, and previously located at 3230 Seward Highway in Anchorage.

The second story of the two-storey mall fronts onto West 4th Avenue at street
level, as well as street level pedestrian access to "c" Street. Pedestrtan access
to the ground floor or first floor is from the public parking lot to the north side
of the building, and takes its driveway access from West Srd Avenue. In the B-
2B District, no off-street parking is required. Parking is available in public
parking structures or off-street surface parking lots. Public transit is available
along West 4th Avenue and "C" Street.

The petitioner is seeking final conditional use approval for an alcoholic
beverages conditional use in the B-2B District for a Beverage Dispensary Use
perAMC 21.40.1BOD.13 for Soraya's Latin Dance Club. The club occupies
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suite 207 consisting of 7,105 SF of the 88,384 SF building. The dance area,
bar and seating area will have a combined non-fixed seating total of 422.

The sale of alcoholic beverage represents 90 % of the business, and will be
served in just 4,548 square feet of the club or 64 % of the 7,105 square foot
leased suite. The dance club operates Tuesday thru Sunday from 5:00 PM to
2:00 AM. A variety of entertainments are available: recorded music, live music
floor shows and patron dancing. Fifteen (15) employees are in direct contact
with alcohol and trained in accordance with the Alcoholic Beverage Control
Board's Uquor Server Awareness Training Program. Non-alcoholic beverages
will be available. notices of penalties for driving intoxicated will be posted, and
patrons will have access and assistance to public transportation. There will be
no entertainment defined as "indecent material" or "adult entertainment," no
happy hours, games or contests that include consumption of alcoholic
beverages, and no solicitation or encouragement of alcoholic beverage
consumption. Sales to persons who are inebriated or underage are prohibited.
There will be four security officers (active military) inside the facility and a
security camera outside the facility to help maintain order to prevent unlawful
conduct. There is no required parking in the B-2B District.

BACKGROUND

Caterer's Permit History

For the past fourteen (14) months Soraya's has provided two types of
businesses at the petition site. Instructional Latin dance classes are available
to the public, and live cultural entertainment, dancing. In addition Soraya's is
available for social gatherings. During this fourteen (14) month period, the
ABC Board, with the written approval of the Anchorage Police Department,
issued approximately one hundred eleven (Ill) Caterer's Permit as provided
under Alaska Statutes 04.11.230, which permits the holder of a beverage
dispensaty license to sell or dispense alcoholic beverage at "social gatherings"
"or similar affairs held off the holder's licensed premises." At present, there are
no authorized Caterer's Permits for Soraya's. The Downtown Community
Council, Anchorage Cabaret, Hotel, Restaurant & Retailers Association, and
the Alaska Restaurant & Beverage Association objected to the Municipal
Assembly and the ABC Board insisting they stop issuing any more Caterer's
Permit's for Soraya's. They believe this to be unfair treatment to businesses
that have gone through the conditional use public process for alcoholic
beverages.

Ap~lication of Transfer of Ownership. Transfer of Location & Name Chan£!e
to Sora va's For A Bever~e Dis~ens~ Uguor License Historv
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On February 25, 2002 the Municipal Clerk's Office received from the Alcoholic
Beverage Control Board an application for the transfer of ownership, transfer of
location and name change for a beverage dispensary liquor license for the
following establishments:

Han Mi. Inc.
Top of the Moment

(#431)
3230 Seward Highway

(not operating)

To dba:From dba:
Soraya's Inc.
Soraya's

(#4182)
333 W. 4th Avenue

On March 19, 2002, the Municipal Assembly protested the transfer described
above until there is an approved conditional use permit in place for Soraya's.l

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

One hundred six (I 06) public hearing notices (PHNs) were mailed. At the time
this report was written 0 retumed PHNs in support and 1 PHN in opposition of
the conditional use was received from the public: no written comment has been
received from the Downtown Community Council.

FINDINGS

A. Furthers the goals and policies of the Comprehensive Development
Plan and conforms to the Comprehensive Development Plan in the
manner required by Chapter 21.05.

This site is located in an area designed in Anchorage 2020 Plan as a Major
Employment Center and Redevelopment/Mixed Use Area. The Anchorage 2020
Comprehensive Plan does not specifically address the sale of alcoholic
beverages in the community. A strategy of the adopted Anchorage 2020 Plan.
however. does call for the development of locational standards and criteria for
retail sales/service of alcoholic beverages.

Several goals of the Anchorage 2020 Plan do address related issues such as
recreational and economic opportunities. The proposed dance club is located
in an area with concentrations of office and commercial development. It will
employ between 15 and 18 Anchorage residents: these are new jobs that did
not exist prior to the existence of the dance club. It is within waJking distance
of tourist related uses such as hotels, restaurants, and the Egan Convention
Center. The sales of alcoholic beverages are part of the social, recreational and
economic environment of the community. The plan emphasizes the need for
centrally locating the commercial uses, and the need for small-scale, locaJ

1 AM 287-2002
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entrepeneurship. The dance club use is a legal use within an existing
commercial retail mall in the B-2B District and complies with the plan.

The Anctwrage 2020 Plan (ref. P .40) contains a generalized community vision
that advocates "an active learning community with abundant cultural
amenities." The plan also advocates the Downtown/Midtown areas "should
evolve (to become) more intensive urban centers, with core office, business, arts
and cultural facilities and activities (ref. P. 48)."

The Anchorage 2020 Plan mcorporates community issues associated with social
well being as provided m the Housing and Corrummity Development
Consolidated Plan. These goals provide that Anchorage should create an
atmosphere of "a welcoming, culturally diverse community with opportunities
for all residents to be responsible and active participants m a caring
community. "

As a Latin dance club, Soraya's provides Latin dance instruction as well as
weekend cultural events aimed at the Anchorage Latino community while
educating the general public interested in Latin culture. It should be noted
that preliminary 2000 Census Population data indicate an increase of the
Hispanic/Latino population in Anchorage from 1990 to 2000. In 1990 this
population represented 4% of the population 9,258/226,338 compared to 5.7%
of the 2000 figures, 14,799/260,283.2

Department of Health and Human Services commented that "a full beverage
(dispensary) license is not an integral part of developing cultural amenities, long
term economic vitality, or evolution of urban centers. Alcohol is not a necesswy
prerequisite for a culturally diverse corronunity with opportunities for all
residents to be responsible and active."

Conforms to the standards for that use in this title and regulations
promulgated under this title.

B.

This standaJid is met.

The B-2B Central Business Distrtct zoning regulations allow alcoholic beverage
sales through the conditional use permit process: AMC 21.40.160D.13. Liquor
stores, private clubs or lodges, and other places serving food or beverages

2 Profiles of General Demographic Characteristics. 2000 Census of Population and
Housing Alaska. issued May 2001. prepared by U.S. Census Bureau.
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involving the retail sale, dispensing or service of alcoholic beverages in
accordance with section 21.50.160.

Will be compatible with existing and planned land uses in the
surrounding neighborhood and with the intent of its use district.

c.

This staltdard is met.

The location of the dance club within an existing retail mall is in the heart of
the downtown Anchorage. the same location of other restaurant uses and/or
nightclubs that in the past served alcohol with sirni1~r hours of operation.
Currently this area of downtown is replete with tourist selVing restaurants.
nightclubs. retail establishments. hotels. as well as government offices. and
other non-residential uses. The dance club is compatible with these existing
uses in the downtown central business district now and for the foreseeable
future.

There is one package store/tow1st license within 1,000 feet of the petition site,
located in the Hilton Hotel at 500 West 3rd Avenue. There are several beverage
dispensary licenses in the area, the closest of which is the license located at
Blondie's Restaurant within the same retail mall as Soraya. Another is located
at the Holiday Inn across "C" Street. Three licenses are located across West 4th
Avenue.

Alaska Statute 04.11.410, Restriction allocation near churches and schools,
restricts beverage dispensaJY and package store licenses from being located in
a building the public entrance of which is within 200-feet of the public
entrance of a church building, or from being located within 200-feet of school
grounds. There are no church buildings or school grounds within 200 feet of
Soraya's. The nearest church, Holy Family Cathedral, is located six blocks
away at the comer of West 5th Avenue and "H" Street. Denali Elementary is
located eight blocks away at West 9th Avenue and Cordova Street, and also
houses the Denali Camp Fire program. There is a childcare center, Easter
Seals/1\mdra lYkes, at 545 East 5th Avenue. DHHS Ch1ldcare Enforcement
advises that neither day care center perceive any negligible impact from
Saraya's Latin Dance Club.

AMC 21.50. 160.B asks that a list of all alcohol licenses located within a
minimum of 1,000 feet of the proposed conditional use be provided. There are
ten (10) restaurant/eating place licenses and seventeen (17) beverage
dispensary license within 1.OOO-feet of the dance club. In addition, there 1s
one theater license and one package store/tourist license. Approving this
beverage dispensary license will add one more beverage dispensary license to
this lOOO-foot radius.
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D. will not have a permanent negative impact on the items listed
below substantially greater than that anticipated from permitted
development:

Pedestrian and vehicular traffic circulation and safety.
This standard is met

1.

The B- 2B District does not have a parking requirement for on site
parking. In the downtown central business district area parking is
provided through public parking garages, such as the one at the
southeast comer of "C" Street and West 4th Avenue, or off-street
public parking lots, such as the parking lot on the northwest
comer of West 3rd Avenue and "C" Street and on the lot
immediately to the north of the building, Street parking is also
available. The downtown area also has a well-connected pattem of
sidewalks on both sides of a street. There is sufficient public
parking available in proximity to this retail mall. Public transit is
available along West 4th Avenue and "C" Street. The bus depot is
located six blocks away at the comer of West 6th Avenue and "G"
Street.

DHHS finds this location is one of the busiest transportation
corridors in the city and is associated with an increase number of
injuries to pedestrian from motor vehicle traffic. In their opinion
any addition to alcohol availability increases this risk.

2. The demand for and availability of public services and
facilities.
This standard is met.

The addition of a dance club serving alcohol at this location will
not impact public services. Electrical. water and sewer. natural
gas are available on site. Road infrastructure and public transit is
already in place. The downtown is within ARDSA. Police and Fire
service areas.

Noise, air, water, or other forms of environmental pollution.
This standard is met

3.

As a land use, a Beverage Dispensary conditional use and license
will not cause or contribute to any environmental pollution. The
public parking lots are paved, which control air pollution.
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4. The maintenance of compatible and efficient development
patterns and land use intensities.
This standard is met.

The zoning. land use and the general area land use will not change

Standards Chapter 10.50 Alcoholic Beverages

In the exercise of its powers and under AS 04.11.480 and 15 AAC
104.145 to protest issue, renewal and transfer or alcoholic beverage
licenses within the Municipality of Anchorage, the Assembly shall
consider whether the proposed license meets each and every factor and
standard set forth below

A. Concentration and land use. Whether transfer of location or issue
of' the requested license will negatively impact the community
through an increase in the concentration of uses involving the sale
or service of alcoholic beverages within the area affected and will
conform to the separate standards of AMC 21.50.020.

Within 1,000 feet of this application, there are twenty-nine (29) other
alcohol licenses: ten (10) restaurant/eating places and seventeen (17)
beverage dispensary license, one (1) package store/tourtst and one (1)
theater license. There are no schools or churches within 1,000-feet of
the petition site. Approving this beverage dispensary license will add one
more beverage dispensary license within a I,OOO-foot radius of the
petition site.

413 "D" StreetI Restauraitt/Eatln~ Place T cyrano's
l ~taurant./Eattne; Place I 0 Street Cafe 427 "0" Street
I Restaurant/Eatin~ Place ,I Alaska Salmon Cho~~~~ i 443 W. 4th Avenue
I Restaurant/Ea~ Place I Sweet Basil Cafe ~ 335 MEM street

I Restaurant/Eating Place .I Phyllis' Cafe I 436 MDw Street

I 425 W. 5th AvenueI Resta1::1rafit/Eatin~ Place I China Express
I Restaurant/Eatin~ Place I, Downtown Deli I 525 W. 4th Avenue--- ----
I ~~~-.!~~.J!J~LX~Q~- I 533 W. 4th Avenue
I Restaurant/Eat1n~ Place I Marx Brothers Caf~ I 627 W. 3M Avenue

- -

I Restaurant/Eating Place I. Marx Brothers 0 the Museum 11~! West 7th Avenue
Beverage Dispensary /
Tourism

Coach HousejWestmark 115 E. 3rd Avenue

1320 W.~th AvenueI Bevera~e Dispensary Sullivan's
The Avenue Bar
Panhandle Bar

---

I Beverage D1spen~ I 338 W. 4th Avenue
'312W.4thAvenueI BeveraQ:e Disoensarv

I. Beve~e Disp~psa,rv \ Blondie'sAlaska ~~~~ 1- 3~3 W. ~th Avenue #228

as a result of this conditional use permit for a beverage dispensary
license.
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Soraya is!!Q! applying for a ~ beverage dispensary license. Soraya's
has applied to the ABC Board to transfer an existing beverage dispensary
license (license number 431) previously operated at Top of the
Moment/3230 Seward Highway, to this location and to also transfer
ownership of the license from Han Mi Incorporated to the petitioner,
Francisco J. Barajas Mesia.

The ABC Board may prohibit a ~ license or relocation of a license for
more than one beverage dispensary license for each 3,000 population
within a unified Municipality (meaning the entire population of the
Municipality of Anchorage minus military and inmates) for each type of
license. The ABC Board uses the figure 242,659 that was effective as of
December 31, 2000.3 The 3,000/242,659 ratio equals a maximum ofBI
beverage dispensary licenses allowed citywide (Alaska Statue Section
04. 11.400.2.B). Municipal wide there are a total of 149 beverage
dispensary licenses (includes 19 beverage dispensary duplicate licenses,
and an unspecified number of excess licenses due to legal nonconform-
ing rights ("Grandfather rights") when population ratios were reduced by
the State Legislature). 1)-ansfer of license number 431 to this location
does not alter the existlne: number of licenses in Anchorae:e. but does
redistribute the license from the Suenard Conununitv Council to the
Downtown Communitv Council area.

The 1996 population estimate of the Downtown Community Council area
is 938 and 47,677 for the Northwest Anchorage Planning Area. Based on
1996 demographic statistics, the Downtown Community Council
population was 938, representing 0.4 % of the municipal wide population

3 The 2002 population figure for Anchorage (minus mUit:illy and correctional populations)
will not be available until May 2002.
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figure 242.659 used by the ABC Board for purposes of determining
concentration.

B. Training. If application is made for issue, renewal or transfer of a
beverage dispensary license, restaurant or eating place license, or
package store license, whether the applicant can demonstrate
prospective or continued compliance with a Liquor "Server
Awareness Training Program approved by the State of Alaska
alcoholic Beverage Control Board, such as or similar to the program
for techniques in alcohol management (T .A.M.). Until such plan is
approved, training by a licensee's employees in the T .A.M. shall
constitute compliance with this ordinance.

This standard is met.

The applicant states that all employees (15-18) involved in the dispensing
of alcoholic beverages will be trained in accordance with the T .A.M.
training and hold the appropriate certificates.

c. Operations procedures. If application is made for issue, renewal or
transfer of a license, whether the applicant can demonstrate
prospective or continued compliance with operations procedures for
licensed premises set forth in Section 10.50.035 of this code.

This standard is met.

This conditional use application is for an alcoholic beverages conditional
use in the B-2B District for a beverage dispensary use for 4.548 square
feet of the 7.105 square foot lease space within the 88.384 square foot
retail mall.

AMC 10.50.035 sets forth that persons seeking the issue or transfer of a
license shall comply with restrictions regarding happy hours. games or
contests involving the consumption of alcohol. public transportation.
notice of penalties. availability of nonalcoholic drinks. compliance
determination with techniques in alcohol management (T.A.M.).
solicitation of purchase of alcoholic beverages for consumption by
employees. and waming signs. The petitioner has stipulated in his
application that he will abide by requirements ofAMC 10.50.035.

Public safety. When application is made for the renewal or transfer
of location or transfer of ownership of a beverage dispensary license
restaurant or eating place license, or package store license, the

D.
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Assembly shall consider whether the operator can demonstrate the
ability to maintain order and prevent unlawful conduct in a licensed
premises. In determining the operator's demonstrated ability to
maintain order and prevent unlawful conduct, the Assembly may
consider police reports, testimony presented before the Assembly,
written comments submitted prior to or during the public hearing,
or other evidence deemed to be reliable and relevant to the purpose
of this subsection. For purposes of this section and Section
10.50.035 "licensed premises" shall include any adjacent area under
the control or management of the licensee.

This standard appears to be met.

According to the application the petitioner will have four secw1ty officers
that we assume are active military personnel during the hours/days of
operation that alcohol beverage are available to the public. In addition
there will be a camera located outside the facility. It is not clear whether
this means a video security camera located inside the mall building in
the hallway or located on the exterior of the building. Saraya's has
operated an existing Latin Dance Club at this location for the past
fourteen (14) months under a caterer's permit in accordance with lltle 4
Section 04.11.230 with a pattern of practice not injurious to the public
health or safety. According to the petitioner's representative there is a
record of no police calls to Saraya for any reason or for traffic related
incidents. At the time this report was prepared. no comments were
received from the Anchorage Police Department

E. Payment of taxes and debts. When application is made for renewal
of a license the assembly shall consider, pursuant to AS 4.11.330,
whether the applicant is delinquent in payment of taxes owed to the
Municipality. When application is made for transfer of ownership of
a license the Assembly shall consider, pursuant to AS 4.11.360,
whether the municipality has received either payment or adequate
security, for the payment of any debts or taxes, including any
estimated taxes for the current year, arising from the conduct of the
licensed business. Adequate security for the payment of debts and
taxes may be in the form of: 1) escrowed funds sufficient to pay the
debts and taxes claimed and any escrow fees; 2) actual payment of
debts and taxes claimed; or, 3) a guarantee agreement in accordance
AMC 10.50.030. Any guarantee agreement shall be in writing,
signed by the transferor, transferee and Municipality

This standard Is met.
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There are no delinquent Personal Property Taxes, Real Property Taxes or
Downtown Improvement Special Tax Assessments owing at this time
according to the Treasury Division. Treasury could find no record of a
State of Alaska Business license for Soraya's, or for Francisco Barajas
Mesia. "

However, Treaswy notes conflicting information concerning who the
business owner is, and asks this to be clarified. They note the following
information: Soraya's, Inc was incorporated on January 29, 2002. There
is a business license for Hector Oritz in the name of the Latin Connection
Entertainment. The original issue date was April 10, 1996; license
expired on December 31, 2001. The ABC Uquor Ucense Application lists
Francisco J. Barajas Mesia as 1000/0 shareholder under the corporation
information. The lease agreement has the lessee listed as Soraya's Latin
Dance Club with Hector Ortiz as the owner.

F. Public health. If application is made for the renewal or transfer of
location or transfer of ownership of a license, the Assembly shall
consider whether the operator has engaged in a pattern of practices
injurious to public health or safety such as providing alcohol to
minors or intoxicated persons, committing serious violations of
State law relevant to public health or safety, or other actions within
the knowledge and control of the operator which place the public
health or safety at risk. In determining if a pattern of practices
injurious to public health or safety exists, the Assembly may
consider criminal convictions, credible proof of illegal activity even
if not prosecuted, police reports, testimony presented before the
Assembly, written comments submitted prior to or during the public
hearing, or other evidence deemed to be reliable and relevant to the
purpose of this subsection.

After review of this proposal, the Department of Health and Human
Services provide the following comments:

Safe City Program: the downtown "core area" which includes this location
is the highest area for CSP calls and transports. The majority of CSP
clients do not utilize on-sale liquor establishment, however it should be
understood this area accounts for the majority of CSP demand. More
drinkers from the dance club will potentially be drinking and drtving in
an area where drinking pedestrians frequently walk.

DHHS Childcare Enforcement: Soraya's location is eight blocks away
from two different child care centers (Denali Camp Fire in Denali
Elementary and Easter Seals/Tundra Tykes at 545 E. 5th). The licensing
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specialists for these two centers do not perceive any negligible impact at
this time.

DHHS Enforcement officer: There appears to be no reason to deny the
conditional use pennit from a sanitation enforcement position. but
wonders whether a system is in place that provides not only
communication between law enforcement and the agencies issuing the
licenses and the conditional use pennit that tracks the problems to the
establishment and an action is taken to alleviate the problem or resolve
the infraction.

DHHS Community Health Promotion. Injury Prevention: A new alcoholic
beverages conditional use for a full beverage dispensary license is not
compatible with the health and safety of this area of downtown. The CUP
regulatory process goes beyond economic considerations. Alcohol is not
an integral to "cultural amenities" or a "necessary prerequisite for a
culturally diverse community." An additional full dispensary license will
increase the number and location of alcohol outlets in the downtown
area. Downtown community council has the highest number of alcohol
outlets in the city and respectively a high number of Calls for Service
from the Anchorage Police Department.

At the time this report was prepared no comments had been received
from Building Plan Review concerning the proposed number of tables
and non-fixed seating. A floor plan diagram shows a dance floor area, a
bar with 30 non-fixed barstools, and 98 tables having 4-non fixed chairs
per table. This equals 422 non-fixed seating, which appears to be high.
A condition of approval requires the maximum seating occupancy be
resolved with Building Plan Review and Land Use Enforcement.

G. Municipality of Anchorage Alcoholic Beverage Licensee Compliance
Form. In order to determine whether applicants seeking issue,
renewal or transfer of alcoholic beverage licenses have complied
with the provisions of this chapter, applicants shall, at the request
of the Assembly, submit to the municipal clerk such information as
is required on a municipal form prepared by the municipal clerk
known as the Municipality of Anchorage Alcoholic Beverage
Licensee Compliance Form. Upon request, operators shall also
provide the municipal clerk with certificates from all current
employees demonstrating that those employees have successfully
completed a "Liquor Service Awareness Training Program" such as
the program for techniques in alcohol management (T .A.M.) as
approved by the State of Alaska Alcoholic Beverage Control Board.
This form was not requested of this applicant.
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RECOMMENDATION:

This application for a final conditional use for alcoholic beverages in the B-2B
District for a beverage dispensary use generally meets the required standards
of AMC Title 10 and Title 21, and State Statute 04.11.480 and 15 AAC
104.145.

If after a public healing on the matter. the Anchorage Assembly finds that the

A notice of Zoning Action shall be moo with the District Recorders Office
within 120 days of the Assembly's approval of a final conditional use
approval for a beverage dispensary use in the B-2B District.

1.

All uses shall conform to the plans and narrative submitted with this
conditional use application.

2.

3. This conditional use approval is for an Alcoholic Beverages Conditional
Use in the B-28 Distrtct for a Beverage Dispensary Use per AMC
21.40. 160D. 13 for 4,548 SF within 7,015 SF lease area (Suite 207) of a
88,384 SF building. for Saraya's Latin Dance Club located on Lot 5.
Block 24A, Anchorage Original Townsite. The dance club and bar area
proposes combined non-fixed seating of 422 including 30 non-fixed bar
stools at the bar. Prtor to this conditional use becoming effective, resolve
maximum. allowable seating occupancy with Land Use Enforcement.
Provide proof of compliance with the Department of Planning and the
Municipal Clerk's Office.

4 On-premise sale of alcohol beverages is limited to 6-days a week.
1\1esday thru Sunday. 5:00 PM to 2:00 AM. Uquor sales shall constitute
no more than 9OOIb of total gross receipts.

Upon demand the applicant shall demonstrate compliance with a liquor
"SeIVer Awareness Training Program approved by the State of Alaska
alcoholic Beverage Control Board. such as or s1m1lar to the program for
techniques in alcohol management rr.A. M.) .

5.

6. The use of the property by any person for the permitted purposes shall
comply with all current and future federal. state and local laws and
regulations including but not limited to laws and regulations pertaining
to the sale. dispensing. selVice and consumption of alcoholic beverages
and the storage. preparation. sale. selVice and consumption of food. The
owner of the property. the licensee under the Alcoholic Beverage Control
license and their officers. agents and employees shall not knowingly

required standards have been met, staff recommends the following conditions
of Approval:
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permit or negligently fail to prevent the occurrence of illegal activity on
the property

A copy of the conditions imposed by the Assembly in connection with this
conditional use approval shall be maintained on the premise at a location
visible to the public.

7

This conditional use nms with the land in accordance with municipal
code. Any future written notice concerning problems, issues or concerns
reg~ing this conditional use shall be issued to the land owner and shall
constitute sufficient notice to all lessees, tenants and alcohol beverage
licensee's.

8.

mpa G:\CPD\zon-plat\ASSEMBL Y\Assbly2002\2002-031 cu liq.doc
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M",~~i~lity of A~rage
MUNICIPAL CLERKS OFFICE

Agenda Document Control Sheet

1 ~~~ , DATE~ARED
, .. ; 04/23/02

Soraya's Latin Dance Club Conditional Use for
an Alcoholic Beverage Conditional Use in the
B-2B District for a Beverage Dispensary Use
per AMC 21.40.160D.13; located on Anchorage
Original Townsite, Block 24A, Lot 5; generally
located on the northwest corner of West 4~
Avenue and C Street

OAO ~AR ~ AM OAIM

(Downtown Conununit ouncil) (Case 2002-080
P . " c

Plann1ng Department SUsan R. Fieon, Director
THEf'ER8ONn£DOQJMENTWAS~Y~AHEDBY HM£R1'tOE..-:

Jerry Weaver 343-4215=-- ---'
COORDINATED WITH AND REVIEWED BY INITIALS DATE

2

3

4
5"

Heritage Land Bank

Merrill Field Airport

Municipal Light & poMf'--~

Solid W.te Services
Water & Wastewater Utility

~

(. Municipal Manag.. ":cc.,
Cultural & Recreational Services,';':,

~

~pIoyee ~elations~:\-~'~:,
Rnance, Chief FIScal 0ffic8' , .
Fire
H Ith&H S' c~'~'"-~ - - _!man ervlces _"";;,,;,,, ;..,,1'.

OffICe of Mana gement arKJ B' - ': c :~. c.j" c.c c.
Management Infonnation Services
Police

~ of Planning, Development, & ~k: Works

~

2 ~I~'o~

~

'2,
'l
,I;;

Development Services

Facility Management :
Planning
Project Management & E~~
StreetMarnenance

PubI~ Transportatioo Deparbnent ;":!~"
".. ~--

~
t'urchasi1g

Municipal Attorney

Municipal Clerk
~,

v
g

5
Pre-advertised for o4i23/02 Assembly Meeting

~
-

r <.t' -J 0

6~(7~) ril 23, 2


